
CASC Meeting Minutes 

August 1-3, 2007 

Boulder, CO 

 

Attendees:  Craig Stewart, Daphne Seifert-Heron, Therese Miller, IU; Dick Pritchard, OSC; Dan Katz, 

LSU; Ginger Caldwell, Tom Bettge, Susan Cross, Janie Young, NCAR; Anke Kamrath, SDSC; Ralph 

Roskies, PSC; Paul REfern, Cormell; Maureen Dougherty, USC; Tom Hauser, Utah State; Jim Bottum, Jim 

Pepin, Boyd Wilson, Clemson; Kirk Hard, NCSA; Bob Borchers, Hawaii-MHPCC; Neil Bright, Gatech; 

Vijay Agrawala, PSU; Jim Abbott, TTU; Steve Johnson, TAMU; Bruce Loftis, Pudue; Dan Stanzione, 

ASU; Jay Blaire, Nick Tsinoremas, U of Miami; Lennart Johnson, Rosalinda Mendez, U of Houston; Brian 

Ropers-Huilman, Minnesota; Mike Pearce, USF; George Michaels, PNNL 

Staff: Sue Fratkin, Washington Liaison 

 

Wednesday, August 1, 2007 – Dinner 

7:00pm Centro Restaurant, 950 Pearl Street, Boulder 

 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 – CASC Meeting 

NCAR – Damon Room, 1850 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder, CO 80307 

 

Note: Charts from many of the speakers may be found on the CASC website. 

 

9:00 am Welcome, Agenda Review, Craig Stuart, CASC Chair. Craig welcomed our members and 

guests to kick off the meeting. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved. Dick Pritchard gave the 

administrative and financial report. Members are urged to pay their 2007-2008 dues promptly. A draft 

version of the Fortune magazine ad was passed around. A discussion of a proposed SCxx scholarship in the 

name of Dr. Charlie Bender, one of the CASC founders, was discussed. Volunteers for a committee to look 

into this idea were solicited. Jim Bottum, Craig Stewart, Dan Katz, George Michaels and Dick Pritchard 

volunteered to serve on the committee. Target is to disseminate a recommendation prior to the spring 2008 

CASC meeting. 

 

9:30 am Washington Report – Sue Fratkin 

Activity level of Congressional staff is at an all-time high. August recess is imminent. Appropriations are 

still up in the air for FY08. Innovation and Competitiveness legislation is still being worked on.  A “side-

by-side” comparison of the House and Senate versions is available.  It also includes re-authorization of the 

HPC Act of 1991 (NITRD). President Bush is expected to veto appropriations bills with many earmarks 

and those funded well above his proposed budget. “Pay as You Go” bill is coming full force, to offset 

increases in some areas with decreases in others. Tax revenue is one of the issues. Senate has passed the 

NSF budget with a significant increase, but it still must go through conference committee. CASC is also 

closely watching Energy and Water; appropriations are heavy with earmarks. Defense appropriation has a 

very negative amendment limiting indirect reimbursement at universities (but not industry) to only 20%. 

Educational organizations are trying to turn this around. Funding of the Iraq war is also part of the DoD 

funding debate. 

 

11:00 am Other Discussions 

¶ Fortune magazine ad (draft of ad passed around). Should we be advertising elsewhere? Need for a 

new round of white papers for the CASC website and for distribution to government agencies.  

¶ How HPC funds are spent at various agencies (especially NSF). We are looking for a new set of 

“science nuggets” to post on our website.  

¶ Reworking the CASC brochure. 

 

12 Noon  Lunch 

 

1:00 pm Cyberinfrastructure Discussion and Panel presentation 

o Bonnie Neas – Moderator,  EDUCAUSE CI project  [unable to attend] 

o Jim Bottum – NSF ACCI member 

o Jim Pepin – EDUCAUSE CI project 



o Don Middleton – NCAR CI initiatives 

o Vijay Agarwala – Penn State CI plan 

 

Jim Pepin said the CI discussion began with an informal discussion at an EDUCAUSE meeting several 

weeks ago. So this “panel” is reporting on what is going on with CI in various areas.  Jim began with the 

EDUCAUSE view of CI, which focuses primarily on enabling research. Focus is on “educating” CIOs on 

importance of CI to research. “CI” is not just HPC – it’s all the things that enable research. His charts are 

posted on the CASC website. Also more info on EDUCAUSE website 

(http://www.educause.edu/CampusCyberinfrastructure(CCI)WorkingGroup/10288). There was particular 

emphasis on how the CIO, the VP-Research, and the Director of the supercomputing center can (and must) 

work together to enable the faculty. 

 

Jim Bottom participated in a review of some NSF projects (Track 3) that acquired HPC hardware and 

software. Some of these “small” projects have clusters with teraflop capacity. It’s a challenge for CIOs who 

inherit the requirements to install and operate this equipment. NSF is trying to rewrite their “roadmap” for 

CI. He has been helping them assess where their funding is going. 

 

Vijay Agarwala talked about the desire to reach out to faculty who want help with their codes and their 

computing problems. A comment was made that it’s harder to find qualified systems programmers and 

analysts than it used to be. Power and space are issues as well. 

 

Don Middleton gave a briefing on what NCAR is doing to upgrade its CI. His focus was primarily on 

software. Charts on are on the CASC website. Focus seems to be on software, data, tools, analyses, etc. and 

access to same. 

 

Finally, Brian Athey gave an overview of how the NIH National Centers for Biomedical Computing are 

addressing the CI issue. His charts are on the CASC website. 

 

After the break, the discussion continued and focused on what CASC as an organization could do to 

address this issue. One thing is to encourage both NSF and PIs to have data management plans in advance. 

Another is for CASC and its membership to focus more on Track 3 players. Maybe we need to “change the 

conversation” to focus more on science and scientific computing rather than “HPC”. Should we all run the 

HPCC benchmarks? Data and metadata are also important issues. It’s no longer the hardware. One idea is 

to bring more of our campus users (real scientists and engineers who are using our systems) to present what 

they are doing and what their challenges are to our CASC meetings. And not just to our meetings, but to 

create presentations and seminars for CIOs, VPRs, etc. 

 

7:00pm Dinner – Trattoria, 1430 Pearl St, Boulder 

 

Friday, August 3, 2007 – CASC Meeting 

NCAR – Damon Room, 1850 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder, CO 80307 

 

9:00 am Lawrence Buja, NCAR software engineer – Climate and Global Dynamics: “CI 

Enabling Breakthrough Science: Changing the World with the IPCC AR4” 
This was a briefing on climate models being developed at NCAR. Charts are on the CASC website. 

Lawrence covered the results of NCAR models and the CI needed to do what they do, and planning for the 

next phase. Special emphasis on the critical role of CI to their mission. Valuable tool for analysis (“let the 

scientists be scientists”) and for information distribution. 

 

10:00 am Al Kellie, Associate Director, NCAR – Newly established NCAR satellite location, 

research priorities at NCAR.  

Charts will be on the CASC website. Overview of CI history at NCAR, including plans to move computing 

facilities to Wyoming. 

 

11:00 am CASC Future Activities:  

http://www.educause.edu/CampusCyberinfrastructure(CCI)WorkingGroup/10288)


SC07 Luncheon will be on Tuesday, November 13. Discussion about how to carry yesterday’s conversation 

forward on how we address Track 2 and reaching out to scientists. Discussed re-design of the CASC 

website. There is interest in a password protected, members-only area only for things like the Washington 

Report. A nominating committee for next year’s officers has been suggested. 

 

12 Noon  Lunch 

 

1:00pm Adjourn 

 

The meeting was closed with a sincere round of applause showing our appreciation for the delightful 

surroundings and support from our colleagues at NCAR. 

 

Next Meeting: November 13, 2007 luncheon at SC07, Reno, NV. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dick Pritchard 

CASC Secretary/Treasurer 

OSC 


